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Francesca Cadeddu is Assistant Professor in Contemporary History at the Department of 

Education and Human Sciences of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia since 2020 

and since 2011 she has been a researcher affiliate at the Foundation for Religious Sciences 

in Bologna. Her teaching activity currently focuses on the history of religious illiteracy and 

the teaching of religion in Italian schools, with a comparative approach to other national 

contexts in Europe and the United States. A graduate in International Relations from the 

University of Bologna, she pursued her Ph.D. at the same university, defending in 2013 a 

thesis entitled “Democracy and Catholicism in the United States. Religious Freedom and the 

Thought of John Courtney Murray.” From 2013 to 2020, she was a research fellow at the 

University of Cagliari and the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia. For the latter, she 

offered annually some teaching modules on the history of the teaching of religion in Italian 

schools in the courses History of Interreligious Relations Interreligious Relations and 

Elements of Sociology of Religions. 

Her research interests in recent years have focused on the history of religious illiteracy in 

Italy, Europe and the United States between the late Nineteenth century and the Twentieth 

century and the history of Catholic thought and education in the United States United States, 

particularly in the Second Post-War period.  

She took part in the research of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia and the 

Foundation for Religious Sciences on the projects “Report on Illiteracy religious illiteracy in 

Italy” (2012-2014, resulting in the publication of the Report with il Mulino in 2014) and “The 

Portal on Religious Pluralism. Knowledge at service of critical information” (2016, resulting 

in the construction of the portal to counter religious illiteracy Pars, which is still in operation); 

to the PRIN project “Representing religious diversity in Europe: Past and Present features” 

(2017 call); to the group international research project “Religious literacy in the West” 

(Goldsmiths, University of London, 2017-2020); to the worksite international research 

project “RARE - European Religious Illiteracy in a Pluralistic Society - European Religious 

Illiteracy and the Evidence of pluralism” (2016-2023). 

She has also been a Visiting Fellow at the Faiths and Civil Society Unit at Goldsmiths, 

University of London; the Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism, University 

of Notre Dame (USA); and the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, 

Georgetown University (USA). 

More recently, she has initiated a study of history textbooks in liberal Italy, with a focus on 

the presences and absences of religions in the narrative, and of books with pedagogical 

purposes tried by the Holy Office during the same period. 

As a member of the committee that ensures the advancement of the project that recognized 

UNIMORE's Department of Education and Human Sciences as a Department of Excellence, 

she also participates in the Laboratory on Critical Thinking and contributes to the 

establishment of the Observatory on Illiteracy.  

From a.y. 2015/2016 to a.y. 2022/2023 she was a member of the Board of Teachers of the 

European School for Advanced Studies on Religious Sciences Giuseppe Alberigo (a 



doctoral school based at FSCIRE, Bologna) and since 2022 she has been a member of the 

Executive Board of DREST - Doctorate of National Interest in Religious Studies. 

In 2017 she directed, with Alberto Melloni, the Winter School - “Social Diversity and Content 

Portals,” promoted by the Department of Education and Human Sciences of the University 

of Modena and Reggio Emilia for the National Cluster Technologies for Smart Communities 

Educating City.  

Since 2018 she has been Series Editor of the series “EuARe Lectures,” published by De 

Gruyter (ISSN: 2940-455X, e-ISSN 2940-4576). In 2023, she was appointed as a member 

of the Scientific Committee of the Alizé Research Center - Center for European and 

Transnational Historical Studies, established at Link Campus University and an elected 

member of the Executive Committee of AICI - Association of Italian Cultural Institutions. 

Since 2022 she has been Executive Director of the European research infrastructure for 

religious sciences RESILIENCE, whose scientific and technical activities she also 

coordinates at the national level, with units located at the University of Turin, University of 

Naples “L'Orientale”, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, University of Palermo and 

the CNR. A member of the Executive Committee of the European Academy of Religion since 

2017, she served as its Secretary, then President, and since 2022 has been serving as 

Treasurer and scientific and organizational coordinator of the annual conferences held in 

Italy. 


