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PERSONAL DATA Ghirotto Luca

PERSONAL STATEMENT I am currently Head of Qualitative Research Unit at the Azienda USL – IRCCS di Reggio 
Emilia, as health researcher.

EDUCATION & TRAINING

10/2021–10/12/2024 M.A. in Sociology and Social Research

Department of Sociology and Business Law, University of Bologna, Bologna (Italia) 

- Qualitative Research. 
- Sociology of Medicine. 
- Social Research. 
- Sociology of Migration

10/2005–21/12/2008 Ph.D. in Cognition and Education Sciences

Department of Cognitive Sciences and Education, University of Trento, Rovereto (Italia) 

- Qualitative Methods. 
- Social Justice Education. 
- Educational Inclusion.

 

09/07/2007–13/07/2007 Participation in "Thinking Qualitatively Workshops Series"

International Institute of Qualitative Methodology, University of Alberta, Edmonton 
(Canada) 

- Qualitative Methods 
- Theoretical Underpinnings 
- Qualitative Approaches

15/05/2007–14/06/2007 Participation in "The Principles of Qualitative Inquiry"

International Institute of Qualitative Methodology, University of Alberta, Edmonton 
(Canada) 

- Philosophical and theoretical underpinning of qualitative inquiry 
- Main qualitative methods 
- Data collection and data analysis strategies

10/2000–03/2005 Degree (Master equivalent - v.o.)

Faculty of Education, University of Bologna, Bologna (Italia) 

- Education and educational psychology 
- Didactics 
- Philosophy of Education 
- Sociology of Education

RECENT PROFESSIONAL 
EXPERIENCES

12/2015–currently Health Researchers/Methodologist – Head of Qualitative Research Unit

Azienda USL - IRCCS di Reggio Emilia, Reggio Emilia (Italia) 
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- Designing and conducting training in qualitative methodology for healthcare professionals. 
- Designing and conducting qualitative studies in health-related fields.

15/03/2019–30/04/2021 Researcher

Department of Human Sciences, University of Verona, Verona (Italia) 

- Teaching inclusive education and pedagogy for special needs children. 
- conducting research in educational inclusion.

PERSONAL COMPETENCES  

First language Italian

Foreign language COMPREHENSION SPEAKING WRITING

Listening Reading Interacting Speaking

English C1 C2 B2 B2 B2

TOEFL 

Livelli: A1 e A2: Utente base - B1 e B2: Utente autonomo - C1 e C2: Utente avanzato 
Quadro Comune Europeo di Riferimento delle Lingue 

Communication skills - good communication skills gained through my teaching and training experiences.

Organizational skills - good team leading skills gained thank to conducting with colleagues and students’ scientific 
empirical studies

Digital skills - good command of MS and Mac Office suites

OTHER INFORMATION  

Affiliations from 2021 
Associate editor of BMC Palliative Care 
from 2019 
Scientific Committee member of the journal “Health Care Education in Practice - Rivista di studi ed 
esperienze sull'educazione e le sue pratiche nei contesti della salute e della malattia”, Padova 
University Press. 
Scientific Committee member of Kidsuniversity, University of Verona. 
Scientific Committee member of the Course for Support Teachers, University of Verona. 
from 2017 
Reviewer of BMC Family Practice. 
from 2016 
Member of SIPED - Società Italiana di Pedagogia (Italian Society of Pedagogy) and member of 
SIPED Special Interest Group - Theory and Methods of Empirical Research in Education. 
from 2013 
Scientific Committee member of the journal Encyclopaideia – Journal of Phenomenology and 
Education. 
from 2012 
Reviewer of Qualitative Health Research. 
Reviewer of Encyclopaideia – Journal of Phenomenology and Education. 
2009/2015 
Member Scholar – International Institute of Qualitative Methodology – IIQM, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB, Canada.

Awards 2024 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Peer-Reviewed Articles in Scientific Journals with Impact Factor 
• Kleuser, H., Toye, F., Kannapin, F., Ghirotto, L., Parisi, S., Serafini, A., Bassi, M. C., Gágyor, I., & Kurotschka, P. 

(2026). Primary Care Practitioners’ Experiences Managing Urinary Tract Infections: A Qualitative Evidence 
Synthesis. British Journal of General Practice, BJGP.2025.0561. https://doi.org/10.3399/BJGP.2025.0561


• Bonvicini, L., Iorio, G., Ghirotto, L., Auzzi, N., Bardou, M., Buus Bøje, R., … Giorgi Rossi, P. (2026). The co-creation 
of a document to guide the use of self-sampling for human papillomavirus screening in Italy. Journal of Medical 
Screening, 09691413261429385. https://doi.org/10.1177/09691413261429385


• Rabitti, E., Cavuto, S., Bovero, A., Di Leo, D. L., Cocchi, M., & Ghirotto, L. (2026). End-of-life dreams and visions in 
palliative care: Perspectives, interpretations and practices from Italian professionals. Death Studies, 1–14. https://
doi.org/10.1080/07481187.2026.2646873


• Mroz, S., Daenen, F., Dierickx, S., Mortier, F., De Panfilis, L., Ghirotto, L., … Chambaere, K. (2026). How do 
physicians perceive and manage the influence of their personal end-of-life preferences on clinical practice and 
end-of-life decision-making with patients? An international qualitative study. Palliative Care and Social Practice, 
20, 26323524251413284. https://doi.org/10.1177/26323524251413284


• Magnani, L., Ghirotto, L., Fesce, F., Re, T., Tanzi, S., Amerio, A., & Costanza, A. (2026). Psilocybin-assisted 
psychotherapy for psycho-existential distress in advanced cancer: A narrative review. BMJ Supportive &amp; 
Palliative Care, spcare-2025-005689. https://doi.org/10.1136/spcare-2025-005689


• Moroni, M., Bruera, E., Ghirotto, L., Priori, G., & Veronese, S. (2026). Attitudes and beliefs of Italian palliative care 
experts regarding cachexia: A Delphi study. Tumori Journal, 03008916261418900. https://doi.org/
10.1177/03008916261418900


• Milani. R., Ghirotto, L. & Setti, I. (2026). Workplace learning in times of uncertainty: exploring how leaders learn 
under the lens of learning agility. The Learning Organization: An International Journal, 33(7), 19–38. doi: https://
doi.org/10.1108/TLO-03-2025-0062


• Paltrinieri, S., Schiavi, M., Bressi, B., Contri, A., Torreggiani, M., Bernardi, L., … Costi, S. (2026). “You’re really 
walking along the razor’s edge”: A meta-synthesis on the existential cost of breast cancer related to financial 
toxicity. The Breast. doi: 10.1016/j.breast.2026.104705


• Bressan, V., Losi, E., Catania, G., & Ghirotto, L. (2026). Seeing the self again: A phenomenological photo elicitation 
study of Italian laryngectomy survivors. European Journal of Oncology Nursing, 80, 103087. doi: 10.1016/
j.ejon.2025.103087


• Maselli, D., Torreggiani, M., Soffientini, V., Livieri, T., Farioli, G., Lucchi, S., … Costi, S. (2025). The feasibility of a 
complex intervention, a medical tattooing nurse-led clinic after breast cancer surgery: Results from the 
ARCADE_M mixed-methods study. Scientific Reports. doi: 10.1038/s41598-025-31551-8


• Tanzi, S., Bertocchi, E., Bertolotti, S., De Panfilis, L., Ghirotto, L., Balestra, G. L., … Barbieri, I. (2025). Initial steps 
toward the first Compassionate Community in Italy: A study protocol. Palliative Care and Social Practice, 19, 
26323524251397425. doi: 10.1177/26323524251397425


• Sinisi, A., Marchi, M., Pingani, L., Ghirotto, L., Iorio, G., Galeazzi, G. M., & Lee, T. (2025). The contribution of 
transference-focused psychotherapy in general adult psychiatry training: improving trainees’ technical confidence 
and attitude towards people with personality disorders. BJPsych Bulletin, 1–6. doi:10.1192/bjb.2025.10185


• Contri, A., Ghirotto, L., Cavuto, S., Schiavi, M., Cervi, E., Soffientini, V., … Costi, S. (2025). From patient voices to 
optimal PROMs: A mixed methods framework for cancer survivorship care. Journal of Cancer Survivorship. doi: 
10.1007/s11764-025-01899-x


• May, P., Normand, C., Oluyase, A. O., Smith, S., Brown, S. T., Maddocks, M., … On behalf of the BETTER-B 
consortium. (2025). The cost of drug repurposing: Parallel economic evaluation of mirtazapine for severe 
breathlessness in the multinational BETTER-B trial. BMC Health Services Research, 25(1), 1442. doi: 10.1186/
s12913-025-13605-9
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• Torricelli, L., Gasparini, I., Crescitelli, M. E. D., Filiberti, S., Remondini, L., Ghirotto, L., … Di Leo, S. (2025). 
Frontliners narratives: qualitative insights into EMDR group therapy during COVID-19. European Journal of 
Psychotraumatology, 16(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/20008066.2025.2571253


• Silvestri, F., Cicala, C., Pagliaro, S., Formisano, D., & Ghirotto, L. (2025). Proper management and execution of 
surgical counting: Achieving consensus through a Delphi study. Perioperative Care and Operating Room 
Management, 100574. doi: 10.1016/j.pcorm.2025.100574


• Solari, A., De Panfilis, L., Zagarella, R. M., Ghirotto, L., Farinotti, M., Gajofatto, A., … on behalf of the ConCure-SM 
project. (2025). Advance care planning in multiple sclerosis (ConCure-SM): A multicenter single-arm pilot and 
feasibility study. PLOS ONE, 20(10), e0331220. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0331220


• Ardondi, M., Fortunato, E., Ruozi, C., Di Fronzo, P., Saffioti, A., Ferrari, I., Bassi, M.C., Ghirotto, L. & Pedroni, C. 
(2025). Workplace training transfer: A systematic scoping review of evaluation tools for adult learning. Journal of 
Workplace Learning. doi: 10.1108/JWL-03-2025-0068


• Buonaccorso, L., Ghirotto, L., Amaducci, G., Soncini, S., Shaniko, K., Iorio, G., & Mecugni, D. (2025). “Teach for 
Dignity”: Longitudinal Evaluation of Training on Dignity-in-Care Relationships for Nursing Students. Nurse 
Educator. doi: 10.1097/NNE.0000000000001970


• Oluyase, A. O., Ghirotto, L., Watson, H., Costantini, M., Bajwah, S., Normand, C., … On behalf of the BETTER-B 
consortium. (2025). Motivations and experiences of patients with respiratory disease and their caregivers in a 
multinational trial of mirtazapine for severe breathlessness: A qualitative study (BETTER-B). BMC Pulmonary 
Medicine, 25(1), 390. doi: 10.1186/s12890-025-03862-z


• Sacchi, S., Buonaccorso, L., Tanzi, S., Balestra, G. L., & Ghirotto, L. (2025). Between host country and homeland: 
A grounded theory study on place of dying and death in migrant cancer patients. BMC Palliative Care, 24(1), 220. 
doi: 10.1186/s12904-025-01821-3


• Contri, A., Costi, S., Guberti, M., Soncini, S., Botti, S., Frasoldati, A., … Ghirotto, L. (2025). Voices of Survivorship: 
The Unmet Needs of Italian Cancer Survivors. A Qualitative Study. Cancer Medicine, 14(15), e71121. doi: 10.1002/
cam4.71121


• Ferrazzi, G., Micai, M., Fulceri, F., Pingani, L., Ghirotto, L., Scattoni, M. L., & Galeazzi, G. M. (2025). From Policy to 
Practice: A Delphi Protocol on Life Projects for Autistic Adults. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 24, 
16094069251357766. doi: 10.1177/16094069251357766


• Mroz, S., Daenen, F., Dierickx, S., Mortier, F., De Panfilis, L., Ghirotto, L., … Deliens, L. (2025). What do physicians 
want at the end? An international qualitative study on physicians’ personal end-of-life preferences and what 
influences them. Palliative Care and Social Practice, 19, 26323524251351349. doi: 10.1177/26323524251351349


• Merolle, L., Ghirotto, L., Schiroli, D., Balestra, G. L., Venturelli, F., Bassi, M. C., … Marraccini, C. (2025). Risk of 
cancer in patients with thalassemia and sickle cell disease: A systematic review. Annals of Medicine, 57(1), 
2522967. doi: 10.1080/07853890.2025.2522967


• Perin, M., Magelssen, M., Crico, C., Ghirotto, L., Annoni, M., Gualandri, G., & De Panfilis, L. (2025). How to 
implement a clinical ethics committee in an oncological research hospital: Qualitative results from a process 
evaluation study using normalization process theory (EVACEC). PLOS ONE, 20(5), e0318870. doi: 10.1371/
journal.pone.0318870


• Ghirotto, L., Paci, E., Bricci, C., Marini, S., Bessi, V., Díaz Crescitelli, M. E., Rondini, E., Pistelli, F., Gorini, G., Bosi, 
S., Giorgi Rossi, P., & Working Group (2025). Self-blaming as a barrier to lung cancer screening and smoking 
cessation programs in Italy. A qualitative study. PloS one, 20(3), e0318732. https://doi.org/10.1371/
journal.pone.0318732


• Bonvicini, L., Sileo, F. G., Riboldi, B., Bisaccia, E., Tamelli, M., Bertani, D., Cilloni, S., Ghirotto, L., & Giorgi Rossi, P. 
(2025). The Tdap Vaccination in Pregnancy: Results of a Healthy Equity Audit on Coverage Trends and Their 
Determinants in the Reggio Emilia Province (Italy). Vaccines, 13(3), 251. https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines13030251


• Bonvicini, L., Venturelli, F., Bononi, F., Balestra, G. L., Iorio, G., Ghirotto, L., … DIABETHIC Working Group. (2025). 
A randomized trial to evaluate a complex, co-created, culture-sensitive intervention to promote healthy lifestyles 
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and compliance to therapy in immigrants with type 2 diabetes: A protocol of a multicenter Italian study. PLOS 
ONE, 20(2), e0317994. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0317994


• Vaccaro, S., Díaz Crescitelli, M. E., Mastrangelo, S., Fornaciari, N., Reverberi, E., Di Leo, S., & Ghirotto, L. (2025). 
Patients’ experiences in early satiety after total gastrectomy for gastric cancer: A phenomenological study. 
Frontiers in Nutrition, 11. Retrieved from https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/nutrition/articles/10.3389/
fnut.2024.1511113


• Buonaccorso, L., Soncini, S., Bassi, M. C., Mecugni, D., & Ghirotto, L. (2025). Training healthcare professionals to 
dignity-in-care: A scoping review. Nurse Education Today, 146, 106543. doi: 10.1016/j.nedt.2024.106543


• Ghirotto, L., Arpaia, I., Bortesi, M., Caggiano, F., Ganassi, M., Marchetti, M., Marchi, L., Pedroni, C., Ghirelli, M., 
Costantini, M., & Piana, S. (2024). Pathologist assistants in a Pathology Department: perceptions of their changing 
role. Pathologica - Journal of the Italian Society of Anatomic Pathology and Diagnostic Cytopathology, 116(5). 
https://doi.org/10.32074/1591-951X-1050 


• Schiavi, M., Costi, S., Barbieri, I., Ghirotto, L., Fugazzaro, S., Bressi, B., … Contri, A. (2024). Identifying unmet 
needs in cancer survivorship by linking patient-reported outcome measures to the International Classification of 
Functioning, Disability and Health. Supportive Care in Cancer, 32(12), 835. doi: 10.1007/s00520-024-09019-8


• Andreoli, M., Ghirotto, L., Kurth, J., & Lascioli, A. (2024). Achieving teacher agency for inclusive education: An 
exploration of general education teachers’ perspective. International Journal of Inclusive Education, 1–18. doi: 
10.1080/13603116.2024.2397458


• Higginson, I. J., Brown, S. T., Oluyase, A. O., May, P., Maddocks, M., Costantini, M., … Smith, D. (2024). 
Mirtazapine to alleviate severe breathlessness in patients with COPD or interstitial lung diseases (BETTER-B): An 
international, multicentre, double-blind, randomised, placebo-controlled, phase 3 mixed-method trial. The Lancet 
Respiratory Medicine. doi: 10.1016/S2213-2600(24)00187-5


• Bearzot, S., Ortez, G., Cadorin, L., Ghirotto, L., & Bressan, V. (2024). Navigating Improper Care Settings: Nurses’ 
Experiences Assisting Oncological Patients at the End of Life in Surgical Departments. Cancer Nursing. 
Recuperato da https://journals.lww.com/cancernursingonline/fulltext/9900/
navigating_improper_care_settings__nurses_.277.aspx


• Sireci, F., Ragucci, F., Menozzi, C., Cabboi, M. P., Picchetto, L., Bassi, M. C., Ghirotto, l., cavallieri, f., pedroni, c., 
Valzania, F. (2024). Exploring therapeutic interventions for functional neurological disorders: A comprehensive 
scoping review. Journal of Neurology. doi: 10.1007/s00415-024-12441-x


• MILANI, R., SOMMOVIGO, L., GHIROTTO, L. & SETTI, I. (2024). Individual differences in learning agility at work: a 
mixed methods study to develop and validate a new scale. Human Resource Development Quarterly, 1-21. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.1002/hrdq.21528


• Alberti, S., Vannini, V., Ghirotto, L., Bonetti, L., Rovesti, S., & Ferri, P. (2024). Learning to teach with patients and 
caregivers: A focused ethnography. BMC Medical Education, 24(1), 224. doi: 10.1186/s12909-024-05197-5


• Kurotschka, P. K., Hemkeppler, J., Gierszewski, D., Ghirotto, L., & Gágyor, I. (2024). Exploring general 
practitioners’ decision-making in the management of women with uncomplicated urinary tract infections: A 
qualitative study. BJGP Open, BJGPO.2023.0224. doi: 10.3399/BJGPO.2023.0224


• Tanzi, S., Artioli, G., Bertocchi, E., Balestra, G. L., Ghirotto, L., Cagna, M., … Sacchi, S. (2024). Experiential 
training course on spirituality for multidisciplinary palliative care teams in a hospital setting: A feasibility study. 
BMC Palliative Care, 23(1), 38. doi: 10.1186/s12904-024-01341-6


• Rosa, D., Villa, G., Amigoni, C., Rossetti, A. M., Guberti, M., Ghirotto, L., & Manara, D. F. (2024). Role of emotions 
in the clinical decision-making process of the hospital nurse: A multicentre qualitative study. Methods X, 12. doi: 
10.1016/j.mex.2024.102590


• Baldi, L., D’Incà, M., Wildner, J., Tecce, F., De Pasca, R., Finotto, S., … Ghirotto, L. (2024). Defining a balance by 
compromising with fear: A grounded theory study on returning to eating after a total gastrectomy. Palliative and 
Supportive Care, 1–11. Cambridge Core. doi: 10.1017/S1478951523002031
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• Serafini A., Rossi, M. G., Alberti, S., Borellini, E., Contini, A., Cernesi, S., D’Amico, R., Díaz Crescitelli, M. E., Ferri, 
P., Fornaciari, D., Ghirotto, L., Giugni, L., Lui, F., Rossi, F., Cuoghi Costantini, R., Santori, V., Padula, M.S. (2024). 
Effectiveness of patients’ involvement in a medical and nursing pain education programme: a protocol for an 
open-label randomised controlled trial including qualitative data. BMJ Open, 14(1), e078670. doi: 10.1136/
bmjopen-2023-078670


• Rabitti, E., Cavuto, S., Díaz Crescitelli, M. E., Bassi, M. C., & Ghirotto, L. (2024). Hospice Patients’ End-of-Life 
Dreams and Visions: A Systematic Review of Qualitative Studies. American Journal of Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine®, 41(1), 99–112. doi: 10.1177/10499091231163571


• Sireci, F., Moretti, V., Cavallieri, F., Ferrari, S., Minardi, V., Ferrari, F., … Valzania, F. (2023). “Somewhere Between an 
Actual Disease and a Disease”: A Grounded Theory Study on Diagnosing Functional Neurological Disorders From 
a Multi-Informant Perspective. Qualitative Health Research, 10497323231216346. doi: 
10.1177/10497323231216346


• Cavallieri, F., Ghirotto, L., Sireci, F., Parmeggiani, M., Pedroni, C., Mardones, F. A., … Valzania, F. (2023). 
Caregivers’ burden and deep brain stimulation for Parkinson disease: A systematic review of qualitative studies. 
European Journal of Neurology, n/a(n/a). doi: 10.1111/ene.16149


• Giordano, A., De Panfilis, L., Veronese, S., Bruzzone, M., Cascioli, M., Farinotti, M., … Solari, A. (2023). User 
appraisal of a booklet for advance care planning in multiple sclerosis: A multicenter, qualitative Italian study. 
Neurological Sciences. doi: 10.1007/s10072-023-07087-y


• Contri, A., Paltrinieri, S., Torreggiani, M., Chiara Bassi, M., Mazzini, E., Guberti, M., Campanini, i., ghirotto, l., 
fugazzaro, s. & Costi, S. (2023). Patient-Reported Outcome Measure to Implement Routine Assessment of Cancer 
Survivors’ Unmet Needs: An Overview of Reviews and COSMIN Analysis. Cancer Treatment Reviews, 120, 
102622. doi: 10.1016/j.ctrv.2023.102622


• Ghirotto, L., Catania, G., Camera, H., D’Adamo, C., ignone, d., rizzuto, a., stevanin, s., losi, e., pedroni, c., peretti, 
g., bagnasco, a., sasso, l., & bressan, v. (2023). Surviving cancer following total laryngectomy: a 
phenomenological study. Supportive Care in Cancer, 31(8), 457. doi: 10.1007/s00520-023-07931-z


• Ragucci, F., Sireci, F., Cavallieri, F., Rossi, J., Biagini, G., Tosi, G., Lucchi, C., Molina-Poena, R., Ferreira, N., Zarour, 
M., Ferreiros, A., Bourgeois, W., Berger, F., Abal, M., Rousseau, A., Boury, F., Alvarez-Lorenzo, C., Garcion, E., 
Pisanello, A., Pavesi, G., Iaccarino, C., Ghirotto, L., Bassi, M. B., & Valzania, F. (2023). Insights into Healthcare 
Professionals’ Perceptions and Attitudes toward Nanotechnological Device Application: What Is the Current 
Situation in Glioblastoma Research? Biomedicines, 11,(7): 1854. https://doi.org/10.3390/biomedicines11071854


• Alberti, S., Ferri, P., Ghirotto, L., Bonetti, L., Rovesti, S., Vannini, V., jackson, m., rossi, f., & Caleffi, D. (2023). The 
patient involvement in nursing education: A mixed-methods systematic review. Nurse Education Today, 105875. 
doi: 10.1016/j.nedt.2023.105875


• Tanzi, S., Artioli, G., De Panfilis, L., Ghirotto, L., Rabitti, E., & Sacchi, S. (2023). A qualitative study with Italian 
patients exploring the spiritual dimension during a chronic disease. Chronic Illness, 17423953231178236. doi: 
10.1177/17423953231178236
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