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Academic history

2025-to date Associate Professor in Experimental Cell Biology. Scientific Field: BIOS-10/A (former
BIO/13).
2022-2025 Tenure Track Assistant Professor in Experimental Cell Biology (RTD-B, Ricercatore a

tempo determinato di tipo B). Scientific Field: BIOS-10/A (former BIO/13).

2014-2022 Postdoctoral Research Scientist — Haematopoietic Stem Cell Biology lab

Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine (WIMM), University of Oxford, U.K.

Study of the role of collaborating mutations on haematopoietic stem cell heterogeneity
in myeloproliferative neoplasm mouse models.

Co-supervisors: Prof. Adam Mead, Prof. Sten Eirik Jacobsen

2011-2014 PhD student - PhD program in Molecular and Regenerative Medicine — XXVI cycle
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy
Supervisor: Prof. Rossella Manfredini

2008-2010 Master of science in Medical and Pharmaceutical Biotechnologies

Experimental thesis title: “ Valproic acid interferes with myeloid differentiation of
hematopoietic stem cells” University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy

Grade: 110/110 cum laude and distinct honors of the degree committee.

Supervisor: Prof. Rossella Manfredini

2005-2008 Bachelor of science in Biotechnologies

Experimental thesis title: “Analysis of DNA methylation and histone acetylation in the
gene expression regulation of hematopoietic stem cells” University of Modena and
Reggio Emilia, Italy

Grade: 110/110 cum laude and distinct honors of the degree committee.

Supervisor: Prof. Rossella Manfredini

Awards

2019 ASH-EHA Translational Research Training in Hematology (TRTH) — year-long programme run as
joint effort by the American American Society of Hematology (ASH) and the European Hematology
Association (EHA) for future leaders in hematology. Directors: Rajesh Chopra, Mary Dinauer.
Personal Mentors: Maria Figueroa, John Gribben, Janis Abkowitz.




EHA Abstract Award (EHA- European hematology association) for the abstract “Disruption of

2017 haematopoietic stem cell heterogeneity in a mouse model of myeloproliferative neoplasm” (first
author: Norfo R.)- selected as oral presentation- 22nd EHA congress, Madrid, Spain.

2014 Research Fellowship (“Assegno di Ricerca”) -University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy.
Supervisor: Prof. Rossella Manfredini.

2011-2013 Doctoral Research Fellowship -/talian Ministry for University and Research

2011 “Biology and Medicine Advances” (€15,000) — Collegio Ghislieri, Pavia, Italy

2005-2010 Yearly scholarships (5X) for academic excellence— University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy

Editorial work

2020 Guest associate editor for Frontiers in Cell and Developmental Biology (I.F. 5.18) -topic: “The bone
marrow niche in normal and malignant haematopoiesis”. See Editorial: The Bone Marrow Niche in
Normal and Malignant Haematopoiesis.

2021

2022 Reviewer for Haematologica (1.F. 7.116)
Review Editor in Frontiers in Hematology (section Hematopoiesis and Stem Cells)- newly launched
journal

Scientific dissemination

2025-2026 Member of public engagement committee “STEM4ALL”

December 2021 Modelling Myelofibrosis in Vivo : Success With NSG-S — The hematologist-ASH news and report. ASH
Official magazine (ASH-American society of Hematology.

December 2020 Clonal Selection of Mutant HSC in MPN: “What Do | Know?” — The hematologist-

ASH news and report official magazine
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